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Local physics professor leads new faculty experience over spring break


(Concordia, Kan) -- Local Cloud County Community College Physics Professor, Dr. Todd R. Leif and his colleague, Professor Scott R. Schultz, Delta College, University City, Michigan, led a Two-Year College New Faculty Experience at Butler Community College in El Dorado, Kan., March 22- 26.

The New Faculty Experience is the result of a $200,000 National Science Foundation (NSF) Grant recently awarded to Leif and Schultz. This grant money will be distributed through the American Association of Physics Teachers (AAPT) in College Park, Maryland. The project was a follow up to a pilot program that Schultz and Leif hosted three years ago at Delta College. 

The grant money will be used to provide new faculty from community colleges across the nation experiences in areas of active engagement instructional techniques, the use of technology for science education and methods of classroom management. 
Professor Schultz noted in the grant application that, “The experience will equip participants with techniques that are: engaging, hands-on recognized as promoting active learning, proven at two-year colleges and ultimately based on physics education research.” 
The Two-Year College New Faculty Experience is an 18-month experience for Two-Year College physics instructors who have less than five years of experience, with the program being fully funded and supported by National Science Foundation grant # DUE 0603272.
-MORE-


The principle investigators solicited help from Butler Community College and their physics instructor Danny Mattern to host the four-day spring conference during spring break periods for the two Kansas Community Colleges.

“Mattern and his administration team at Butler were happy to assist us,” Leif said. “Danny was a participant in our pilot project nearly three years ago and has done a great job implementing the materials he was presented into the curriculum at BCC.” 

El Dorado was chosen as the host site because it is geographically close to a regional airport and has the hotel facilities to host the 28 instructors that attended the conference

Presenters at this conference were Leif, who has been an instructor at CCCC for the past 21 years and his Co-director Schultz, also a veteran professor. Additional workshop presenters and mentors for the program come from Lee College in Baytown, Texas, Estrella Mountain Community College in Avondale, Arizona and Seminole State College in Sanford, Florida. 
 
Besides the conference, an on-line discussion group and follow-up mentoring are already underway. These follow up activities and a strong set of assessment and evaluation tools are essential for qualifying for funding of this type.  
Dr. Leif noted, “Research I did as part of my dissertation project showed that “one shot” professional development projects are not as successful in maintaining change, so we are adding a pre-conference component, a strong mentoring component and follow-up experience for these new two-year college physics teachers.” 
A commencement conference, the final stage of the project is scheduled during the National Summer Meeting for the AAPT to be held at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, PA, in August 2012. 

Participants will attend special sessions for the New Faculty Commencement Conference on the Saturday and Sunday prior to the start of the annual national meeting. The leadership team will then introduce the participants to the two-year college physics teaching community at a breakfast and over the next three days participants will provide them with opportunities to engage in sessions, the demonstration show and symposiums. 

For more information about the Two-Year College New Faculty Experience project, contact Dr. Todd R. Leif, Physics Department, Cloud County Community College at 1-800-729-5101, ext. 216
-END-
